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of the Past/'11 Horace Greeley approached some of the conservative critics in analyzing reformers' motives in terms of personal factors. In his essay, "Reforms and Reformers/' the crusading editor of the New Yorfe Tribune wrote that a great number of persons in a democratic society, believing themselves to be underrated in the world's opinion, promoted some reform not because of any genuine quarrel with the actual structure of society but solely because of their own place in it. According to this reformer the desire to be someone, the frustration of being unable to do with impunity much that desires promoted, led many a restless soul into the reform camp. "This class sees the Social World," Greeley declared, "so covered, fettered, interpenetrated by laws, customs, beliefs, which plant themselves firmly across the path whereon its members are severally pressing forward to gratification of every impulse, that it is plain that either Society is or they are sadly in the wrong; and imperious Appetite forbids the conclusion that they are/'12
It remained for conservative intellectuals to criticize the refonner for what they termed his "dyspeptic zeal," inflexible commitment to an oversimplified formula, and indifference to the niceties of social convention. In a bright but mordant essay James Russell Lowell, once of the breed himself, declared that every reformer had a mission (with a capital M) to attend to everybody else's business and to reform, at a moment's notice, everything but himself. Other critics, pushing to an extreme the idea that Greeley expressed, charged that reformers were reformers by reason of mental dyspepsia. One of New York City's four hundred, a scion of the Astor family, facetiously had it that Mr. So-and-So took up with Fourieristic socialism because, being the most henpecked of men, he hoped that in the general distribution of women and goods incident to the triumph of the Cause someone else might get his wife!
That personal motives, psychological maladjustments, the unconscious drive to compensate for feelings of inadequacy and frustration did motivate many a reformer to take up the cudgels for the still more unfortunate Negro or inebriate or criminal is probably as true as it is undemonstrable. In any case the suspicion is at least present, to cite one or two from a score of possible examples, that Joshua Giddings found it
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